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TO THE 


; Chriſtian Reaper. 


IS a dangerous thing to - 


"= ſtumble in S10n," by" tas >. 
J's king offence at the Myſte 
ry of our Redemption by Chriſt, be. 
cauſe we cannot comprehend it by our 
own Reaſons We arecommanidld to 
believe it , without conſulting fleſh 
and blood about it, but humbly waits 
ing for that anointing from the Hog 
ly One , that teaches ws of all things, * 
and is irugh, and no lie, 1 Joh..#+ 
20, 27. Such blindneſs ts h apned.to "7 
#s ſince the Fall, that we ſw > i 
cern the deep things of Goa, *rill-we © 
are ſpiritually enlightned ;, yet" how 
many are there, in this diſputing Age, ; P 
who leaning too much to their own © 
, « A 3 Unaer= Ft 1 
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© To the Chriftian Reader. 
gy mon, , decty all Superna- 
tural Illumination, as mere Enthu- 
flaſm, counting Faith it {elf a blind 
irrational thing, a bare att of the > ©: 
Will, to which the Underſtanding | 
contributes nothing, 4s if Believers «|. 
hail no real knowledge, or inward 
evidence of the things they believe ? 
Therefore to ſtop the mouths of Gain- | 
ſayers, who diſcover their deplorable 
Tenor ance of the Myſtery of Faith by þ 
their frequent Mutterings, artificial |: 
| Reaſonings, and Sophiſftical Cavills | 
| againſt if; 1 ſhall pizinly declare. 
-. what I belzeve to be true inthis Caſe, 
 Vizs That Supernatural WWumin- 2 
” tion which I affirm as abſolutely ne» | 
 ceſſary to a ſaving knowledge of God 
'* in Chriſt, « 4divine Light let down 
. from Heaven into the Soul, by which- 
* the myſterious Truths 4 the Goſpel 
are made manifeſt to the eye of our 
 Underſlanding; as by the light of 
the Sun, things bodily, are made "\. 
Wet manifeſt: |. 
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manifeſt to the eye of our Body (ſo 
ſays Paul Baines ox the Epheſians) 
This Supernatural Light, i called 
1 the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revela- 
T tion in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
|» Eph.1.17,18. given to the Saints 
| to inſtratt them in all Goſpel Myſte- 
ries : We mayknow this ſpiritual Ih 
lumination, to be a true heawuenty 
Light, becauſe it agrees in atl this 
with the Word of God, the fame 
il: Spirit of God ſbining in our hearts, 
- at ſhines in the Word : Should an 
4 hoald any 
+ pretend by a ſuppoſed inwird Light, 
'T. tobe wiſe above what is written, and 
I #0 know what is not revealed in the, 
Scr iptare, thiswere Enthuſtaſm ins 
deed; therefore to the Law , and * 
to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak *: 
not according to this word, it" 1s . * 


becauſe they have no light in © 
them, 7/a. 8. 20. We muſt not be= - 
leve every fpirir, bur try che ſpi- 7 
rits, whether they are of God, : 

EROS . ©.7 © becauſe #* 


becauſe many falſe prophets are 
gone out into the world : hereby 
we know the Spirit of God, eve- 
Ty one who confeſſeth that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in rhe fleſh, 1s of 
God,. 1 John 4. 1, 2+ They mho 
thus confe {5 Chriſt, 1. &. do from _ 

their bearts own and acknowledge 
b:th the Perſon and Dotlrine of ? 
Chyift to be Divine, being inwards  *F 
ly perſivaded of the Truth of the * 
> Goſpel, andbrought under the power 
4 it, not by the wiſdom of' man, or 
- by the ffremoth of human reaſon, but 
: 4 the inward demonſtr ation of the 
C  $pir(t, enlightning the mind, and 
| es it under the eviaence of 
a LY not ſeen, wor underſtood 
humane ree/on:g” but plainly 
To Mfeerned by Jr bicker light 
3 FM Faith; can _ ſuch a Faith be 
F: ahe : cf/cet of FO BEA ?. Can ſuch 
a Futh be Enthuſiaſm? 4 Faith 
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and atting from the hizheſt Wiſdom, © 
the ſareſt Knowledge, and moſt un- 
deceivable light that man can walk 
by ; if this be a blind belief, then 
there is nothing reaſonable in' the 
whole world ; if this be a deluſton, 
where are we ? What can we truſt in, 
if not in that which we fo know, and, 
are upon infallible grounds perſwaded 
is truth, and no le? That which. 
renders Believers ſufpetFed by car»  -. 
nal men, #5 becauſe they cannot com> 
municate thitf Woht to the hearts of 
others, by which they theniſeFves do 


and "tis as true, that one have .. 
Faith ; pray, whence ſhould ſuch 4. 

Perſuaſion come ? How ſhould ſuch 4 
Faith be wrought in any? ©: 
muſt come either fr om our ſelvesg, | 
from the Devil, or from God. .' -\-__ 
From our ſelves it cannot cont; 
becauſe Gofpel-Truths re above our 
pr contrary 10 our Lyfts, ends. 
6 FSA A &. _ f@w b 
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f0 al the ans of corrupt HA- 
ture in fallen, man, who. cannot by 
' his own power diſpoſe himſelf to he- 
tieve the Gofpet. 

From. the Devil it cannot beg as 
auy deluſion of bis ; we call not that 
4.deluſromwhich is above man's rea- 
ſon, but that which is quite beſide 
the Word of God, or contrarytoit;. 
and no man in his right wits camſup- Þ}F- 
poſe the Dewil either able or willing | 

io ilfirutt men in the Saving Know- | 
ledge of Goſpel-T ruths , which are | 
4s contrhry to bins as they are to. + 
« natural man ; tis his intereſt to. 

_ ſuppreſs them, and he doth his ut- 
oft to blind the minds. of them 
_ believe not, leſt the light of 
lorious Goſpel of Chris 

of, ſhine cot them,. 2 Cor. | 

4+» 4, 41s pot the whale Bible from TFT 

one-ena to the other, written: againſt 

the Devil, repreſenting him- as ats 

adverſary, P. hg. and de ſixgger of * 
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Tot! tian Reader: Þ 
mankind, laying open his d:vices 1 
and ffratavers arainſf us.; exhort= 
ing us to reſiſt him, to trample hin 
ander onr feet, to fiobt againſt him 
where-ever we meet him in any 
temptation ; and cax we think that 
Satan is ſo divided againſt himſelf, 
as to promote the knowleage of that 
among men, which is ſomuch to his 

diſadvantage ? — Whence T infer, 

If Faith be not of our ſelves, nor” | 
from the Devil, it muſt be from: 
God, and God owns it to be his work,... | 
his Oper ation, his a therefore 
let men have a care they don't blaſ=-® 
pheme this work of the Holy-Ghoſt ins - - 
the hearts of the Saints, ſetting up* © 
their own natural reaſon in the room- | 
and place of ſupernatural Iiluminati- : 
on, without which the Myſteries of + 
the Goſpel can never. be rightly un ©: 
der ſtood. : 


= | "Toi he.C ;hrifh | Hs An Reader. 
Chriſtian Reader, Having de- 


F- tained thee thus long from the en- 
* ſuing Diſcourſe, I recommend both 
"It and Thee to the Bleſſing of God. 


T. C. 


THE 
Incomprehenſiblenels 


OF 
Imputed Righteouſneſs, ec. 


———————  —_—_———— 


Rom. IX. 32, 33, 


For they flumbled at that ſtumbling 
| ftone ;, as it is nritten Behold, 
. 1 lay in Sion a ſtumbling- ſtone 
and rock of offence : and whoſe 
ever believeth on him, ſhall not 
be aſhamed. -nY 


HE Apgſtle ſpeaks at . 
large in this Chapter of ©. 
the RejeCtion of theFews, © 
3 and the Calling of the Genres; 
P. In the cloſe of the Chapter he 
' ews why ſo few Jows were con» _- 
2 verted 


- 
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(2) 4 
'verted by the Goſpel, to whom 
ic was firſt Preached, and how *þ 
the Gertiles came to be called.. | 
The Jews todk offence art the Go- | 
fpel, could not tell-what to make 
of the Righteoulneſs of Faith, :þ 
they were all for the Righteoul. | 
nefsof Works; but God rejetts 
both them and their Works, and-+ * 
| calls the Gextiles, who lived in F 
2 = Profaneneſs and Idolatry ; they 
” faltawed nat after Righteouſnets. - 
; - of-ane ſort or other; they knew 
- <neithetLaw nor Goſpel ; did no-. : 
thing by way of preparation to | 
further their calling; but God, 'F 
of his mere good pleaſure, ſends 
the Goſpel among them , and- + 
makes the Preaching of it an Y 
_effetual means of their Con. F 
verſion to Faith iy Chrift, Chriſt J 
in. bis -Dodrine of Juſtification Þ 
by Faith, and not by Works, 
was a. Stumbling tone. to:'the- 


. _-Jews,, 


* 
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Fews, as he' is to many now-a- 
-- days upon the very ſame account; 
þ - tis whats foretold in Scripture, 
| and what we muſt expect : This 
| Child is ſet for the fall of many in 
. JAJfracl, and for a ſign whith ſhall be 
1 ſpoken ageinſlt, Luke 2. 34. So 
x Pet. 2, 7,8. 2 Cor. 1. 23. The 
Apoſtles Preaching this: Dor 
ctrine, were 2 favour of Death 
to many thar heard them, and pg» *.: 
riſhed under their Miniſtry, by 
-- Unbelief; ſo now, ſome:wilks © 
. take offence at this ; ; 
T% but be ic a ſavour off 4 
Death, we muſt-Preach it. x 


I ſhall now ſhew you- from this- 
Text, whenee it is,. that the-Dig- 7 
rp <erage we Py Faith: in '- | 
Chrilt, through the mMPpuUtation. 3 
of: his Righteouſneſs, is ſuck a. * 
\, Kiimbling ftone, and rock of of-- 
©"; + fence tomany. © 3-8 
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(4) 
> main reaſon, I-conceive, 
is this, viz. Becauſe the way of 
a Sinners: Salvation by Faith in | 
Chriſt, is a Myſtery far above the | 
reach of man's underſtanding z 
no wonder then; that ſo many 
gle at it, count it fooliſh- 
els, and ſet themſelves to op- 
ſe it. 
I ſhall couch whatT have to 
; *, ſay, under theſe Three General 
Heads; vis 


1, That the Myſteries of Faith 
are not comprehenſible by rea- 
ſon; the way of a Sinner's Sal. 
vation by Faith i in Chriſt, is above 
a natural:man's underſtanding. 
This ſome count Enthuſiaſm, and 
-- cannot bear it, but truth is truth, 
and -muſt be Preached, wherher 
men will bear it or no. ©! * 

2. Why hath God laid the 
way of a {inner's  Salv.tion- fo. » 


#- | 0 
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(5) _.. 
high, that no humane underſtands * 
ing can reachit ? 
| 7. Though the way of a fin. 
| ner's Salvation by Chrilt be above 
the capacity of a natural manto 
reach and take in, yet God can 
give us a true diſcerning of 1t. 
p Of theſc in order. 


The firſt General Flead ; viz. 


| 1. That the way of a ſinner's 
- Salvation by Chriſt \is - above 

F man's underſtanding : Therefore: 

&$ called the Wiſdom of Godin 4 

4 myſtery ; - hidden wiſdom; 1 Cor: 
2.7, Eph. 3-9, 10. And though 

this ſecret of, the Lord'be nows- 

4. outwardly revealed in the-leeter. 

&% of the Word, yet ris underſtond- / 

T by none, but ſuch as are ſpirituak 

| Iyenlightned, 2at. 16, 17. Col. 1 

. 26,27. To. iome it is given mm 

4 *now theſe: myſteries, toothers not, 

g: 4 I ” > Mit. 
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(6) 
Met. 13.11. Mat. 11.25. 1 Cor. 
2,9, 10. The ſeeret of the Loyd 
#4 with them that fear him, Pal. 
25.14. They are under a ſpecial 
anvinting, 1 John 2.27. Butfor 
others, they underſtand not what 
God tis doing mm the Goſpel ; 'tis -; 
fogreat a Myſtery, that the An- . 
gels admire it; ſee of Angels, 
1 Tim. 3. 16. They never faw 
ſuch a ſight before ; they now de- 
fire to look into theſe things, } 
x Per. x.'12, are wonderfully | 
taken with this rare method of | 
man's Salvation ; and do obſerve - 
with great delight, how this de- 
fign of Grace 1s carried 0n in the 
Church, Eph. 3.10. 


The Second General Head ; viz. 

2. Why hath God laid the way 
of a ſinners Salvarion fo-bigh, 
that no human underſtanding 7T”: 


carr reach it ? Fes We 
| | . There . 1 
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(7) 
1 There are Three Reaſons of 


| - this, UIZ.» 


x. Becauſe nothing that falls 
under man's underſtanding could 
fave him. . 

2. Becauſe nothing doth rend 
| more to the Glory of God's rich 


Grace, than to fetch the Myltery 
+ of man's Salvation out of the . 
1 depthsof Infinite Wiſdom. 

x þ 3-: Becauſc nothing keeps man 
1 inacloſer dependance upqgn God, 
4 than this. Of theſe in order. 


- The Firf Reaſon why God 
hath laid ir ſo high ; wiz. 
Becauſe nothing that falls un- 
- der man's underſtanding, could 
_ fave him ; Thecaſe of fallen man 
7 was ſo deſperate, that nothi 
leſs than Infinite Wiſdom co 
*T: find our a way to fave him3zei- 
Y-” ther man mult eternally: periſh, 
be 13 6 or 
= 
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(8) 
or God muſt put forth himſelf to 
the utmoſt, and go beyond the 
reaſon of man to find out a way : 
to. ſave him: 

There are four ways of Salvas |] 
tion, that a human underſtanding  : 
prompts us to, ſome to one, and : 
{ome to-another,. but all in vain, 
we are grolly miſtaken in:every 
one of them. 


- 2, Some think to- be ſaved by - 
the Covenant of Works, do rely . 

imply upon that, in adirec op» © 
poſition ' to the Covenant of 
Grace. The Jews'contended with 2; 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles about #7 
this. Pax! ſpeaks of ſuch, in his *'Þ; 
Epiſtle to the Romans. There is #+ 
that Legal ſpirit in fallen man, | 
that he ſtill joclines tothe Law *F 
of. Works, he fooliſhly thinksto 'Þ 
be ſaved by that Law which hath '. 
already condemned hinzs-Itar- 


”, 


5 gues great Infatuat on in Fallec 
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Man, that he ſhould till defire to 
be under the Law, which hathval- 


* ready concluded him under 


Wrath ; and yet he hopes for 


- Mercy from that Law, that ne- 


ver knew what it was to ſhew 
mercy : Becaule it was once the 


1 . way of Salvation for man in inno- 
"cency, therefore he thinks there 
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may be ſome hope ſtill; Alas! 
this is like the-cry of a condemn- 


'Þ ed Man, upon whom Sentence of 
+ Deathis already paſſed, his Cry 
4 ſignifies nothing , he muſt away 


to Execution. 

2. If Works a'one won't ju- 
ſtify , man will try what the 
Works of the Law, and the 
Grace of the Goſpel put together 


will do; he joins Chriſt and the 


* = 
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Law; hopes that way to fave 
himſelf, partly by Grace, and 


3 partly by Works; ſo did the Ga- 


latiansy 
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latians, and fo do fome now-a- *Þ 
days, mingling the two Cove- 
nants ſtrangely together., that - 

way may be made for their good 
Works to help forward their Ju- 
tification, — But if You be cir=: 
cumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you no- } 
thing, Gal. 5. 2. 1 it be of works, 
"tis no more grace, Rom. 11,6, It 4 
muſt be either all Works, orall } 
Grace ; there is no mingling them | 
in point of Juſtification; we can. "'Þ 
not be under both Covenants at } 
once. We are juſtified freely by his | 

race ( ſays Pay), Rom. 3.24, 4 

e ſhould eye nothing in our *|- 
ſelves, but only the free Grace of |. 
God in our Juſtification. 1 
3. If they cannot be juſtified F-. 

by the Works-of the Law, nor 8 
by piaing: the Works ——_ ; 
rilt-cogether , + 

will ſee what may be done by. F- 
joining che Works of the Quipeld < 
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and Chriſt together ; their own 
inberent Evangelical Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Chrilt's Imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs, muſt go hand in hand 
in the buſineſs of Juſtification. 
There are a {ort of Latitudinarians 
who ſeek to widen the firaight 
gate of Faith, and have almoſt 
quite pulled'it off the hinges, to 
make room for their own Evan- 
gelical Righteouſneſs, to join 


43 with Faith 4n helping forward 
-. our Juſtification; what courſe 


they take to contrive this, I will 
tel you (not in my own words, 


T-- toavoid offence, but) in the ve- 


. Ty words of a late Eminent Dj- 
vine, now with God, wiz, 
DoQtor Owen, who, in his Book, 
entitled, The Dottrine of Juſftife 
cation by Faith, through the 1 

tion of the Righreofuſ 0 Chrif p 
ſpeaking there of the Conditin- ' 
nality 


the Covenant, and the 
ll 


all uſe is made of it, pag. r44. 
expreſſes himſelf in theſe very * 
words, viz. After they have g#- Þ 
wen the ſpecious name of a Condi- þ 
tion, and a Cauſa fine qua non 
unto Faith, they immeaiately take 
all other Graces, and Works of Obes 
azence into the ſame ſtate with it, Þ 
and the ſame nſe in Fuſtificatiom; | 
and after this ſeeming Gold hath "# 
been caft for a while into the fireof Þ}- 
Diſputation, there comes out the Calf * 
of a perſonal Inherent Righteouſs | 
neſs , whereby men are juſtified be 
fore God, vertute foederis Evany 
gelici ; for as for the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt to be imputed tows, it s 
gone into Heaven, and they know 
mot what is become of it, —— So 
far the DoQtor. This is a true 1 
Account of that new Schemeof, &. 
- Divinity that is fo much contend-" -Þ- 
ed: for. | 2." 
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C13) 
Is ir not ſufficient to ſay, That 

. God hath calted us to Faith and 
| * Repentance inorder to Salvation; 
hath appointed faith, including a 
ferious purpoſe of turning unto 
3 God, as abfolurely neceſſary unto 
> Life,according to the Order of the 

= Covenant. of Grace ? Let us not 
trouble our heads, whether Faith 
be a Condition or no,buc earneſtly 
beg of God to give us Faith, to 
bring our hearts co an humble re- 
lance upon Cirift for all that 5 


A b promiſed in the New Cov 
= Tt is eaſily. proved, That Wikis 

& - ever 1s promiſed to qe = - 
> abſolutely promiſed ; nay, there. * 
: foreit is of Paith, that it may be 
- of Grace ; God promiſes no more 
- in the New Covenant, than what 
The intends freely to give; cough 
©. he gives one thing firſt in order 
&> ro another, yet he freely gives 
+. all: To ſay they dog't mean by 
Y IS B Cort 
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(14) 
Condition, any Motive, or pro- 
curing Caule  inclining . God to 
give us Life, is, in effect, to ſay 
they mean nothing by. it ; and. 
therefore ſince it is a word of ſa 
dubious a ſignification, liable to 
miſconſtruction, apt to lead us 
into a conceit of ſome Self-righ- 
reouſnelſs as required unto our, Ju- 
ſtification, the ſafeſt way 1s to lay 
that word aſide altogether, con- 
tenting our ſelves with Scripture- 
Terms and Expreſſions, with 
found wholſome words that. of- 
tend no body's ears. 


4. Since neither of the three. 


ways above-mentioned do take, 
ſome, wearied with theſe Dil- 


putes, (andTI mult tell you, ra-. 


rional Diſputes about things ſu- 


perrational, will ſooner perplex: 


the minds of men, than ſatisfy 
them ) ; I ſay, ſome, finding no, 


ſecuricy in- the forementioned; 


Way's 
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(15) he? 
ways of Juſtification, that the” 
] © Reaſon of Man faggefts to. him, 
| - they caſtthem all off and know- 
?- ing no better, they. ly-to the-ge- 
' neral Love and Goodneſs of God 

towards his Creature Man, think 

to'come.in for a ſhare of that to 

relieve them in their extremity ; 
_ andnow they think they have hir 
 1t, are in 4 right way of Salva- 
4: tion, having caſt themſelves up- 
4 on the general Goodneſs and Mer- 
TJ. cyof God. —1 grant God # kind 
unto the unthankful, and to the evil, 
'P-- Luke 6.'35. his Benignity, or the 
4 riches of his Goodneſs, ſhould 
- muchaffect us, Rom. 2.4. There 
'is ſuch a thing as yproorw, and 
27 - ezrlpwme 1n God, 2. e.:Kind- 

'2-neſs, Love or Pity towards man. 
77. 3. 4. Patpuma, lignifies 

roper peculiar. love in God to 
Works 


'N vp 
nkind, more than all the 
of his Hands ; yet this 
-B 2 Love 
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Love'to man is but/a general 
Love, -and muſt not be miſtaken 
for ſpecial Grace; "tis the'S 
that riſes on the evil; "ind 0#'the 
good ; the Rain that To- 01 the 
aſt, and on the unjuſt, Mat.5\ 45. 
Fi doth not ar wt ſpecial bo 
tereſt thou haſt in God morgthan 
others ; you cannot from. thence 
infer, that you ſhall be faved, 
unleſs all men 'be ſaved; for that 
Love you lay clairn to, belongs 
'to all men as well-as you, Yet } 
Sinners,to keep off ail Terrorsof 

Conſcience as welj-as/rhey can, 
will footh themſelves up with 
hopes. from God's general Kind- '! 


neſs and Love to:'Man ;' God 6 Þ}- 
merciful and gracious, and they J* 


doubt not bur-all will 
with them ar- laſt; though no/fa- 
tisfaction be made-for- theiriSins;; 


? - 


they doo't:ebink ofithac;/burleok | 


upon-God-as-if he wereall\Mer- .Þ . 
3 : F cy, 4 


(17) 
cy, they quite forget his Juſtice z 
when that comes 4nto. remems 
brence, then preſently chey ſink 


- 8Bain, they. ſee their Pica will 


not hold ;j\ and die at laft, either 
under @ijudicial hardneſs, or.in 
horrible: | rormenting - Deſpair. 
[{Fheſe:are'the falle ways: of Sal- 
vation,” which for a tine Sinners 
may fancy to themſelves; but 
there. being nothing of true {a- 
ving Faith in all- this, they-are 


at laſt. miſerably -difappointed., 


_ und dic'in their Sins, whi 


9 - will be ſure to fiak ther nts 
11. FEE TH 
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Hell ny 
Since -man is nonpluſt, can't 


, reactrir, 15 out tn all his choughts 


about the right way of a Sinner's. 
'Salvation 5 let us hear what God 


* fays. He-thut believerh, [ball be 
- faved,, 'Mark 16. 16, Whoſoever 


beliewveth in him , ſhall not periſh, 


4 . out" bave everleſting life,, John 3. 
| B 3 I 6. 


( 15 ) 
16. ?Eis well for us that Goa?s 
thoughts are above: ours, Ia. 55.9. 
That what 4s impoſhble with 
Man, is poſlible with God ; 
when we have done thinking 
and contriving how to ſave. our 
ſelves, let us in a holy deſpair of 
our ſelves, refer the matter to 
God, whoſe Underſtanding. is 
infinite, he can find out a way 
for our clcape, when we can 
find - none; while we - are 


ſearching for Reaſons why God 


ſhould fave us, we ſhall have:a | þ 


thouſand Reaſons riſe, up in our 
rainds why God ſhould not fave 
us ; there is nothing more ra- 
tional for a convinced Sinner, to 
whom Chriſt is nar yet revealed, 
than utter Deſpair = Law leads 


toit; and (in that caſe) not to de- 


{pair,does argue the greateſt igno- 


rance, or higeſt contempt of the - 


Law imaginable : ſhould Fallen 


Man, 1 


SSLLE 


4+. & 2 
Man, (without the Light of the 
Goſpel direQing him to Chriſt ) 
ſet himſelf to find out a way for 
his deliverance, the Law of God 
would riſe up againſt him, and 
contradict every thought and 
imagination of his heart, and bid 
him Tet that alone for ever, be- 
cauſe it is out of his power, as 
hath been ſhewed : nothing that 
falls under Man's underſtandin 


can {ave him. ' This is the firtt 


reaſon of tle icona ' penerat 
. Head, viz. Why God hath 


"JSLLIAAS 


laid the way of a Sinner's Sal- 
vation ſo high, &«c. vis. be- 
cauſe nothing that falls under 
__y underſtanding can fave: 
im.. 
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The Second Reaſon why God hath 
| laid it ſo high, VIZ. 


- Becauſe nothing does tend tore 
to the Exaltation nk of 


God's rich'Grace,than toletch the 
myſtery of man's Salyarion out 
of the depths of Infinite Wildom, 
that it might be the more. admi- 
red, and more highly prized by 
us ; ſuch an > diſcove-, .1 
Ty was very aRoniſhing, no Th . 4 
dings more welcome than what; } 
the Goſpel brings, Rom. 10.15» Þ 
Wherein God ſhews the exceedin 
riches of his grace in his kindneſs. 
towards u through Chriſt, F.ph. 2. 
7. Not according to our Works 
(as men are apt tothink) but ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and 
grace, 2 Tim.1.9, Man cannot {ay 

_ when he hears the Goſpel, that ; ;# 
he thought before-hand, - Wes # 


V3 ; 
*% XJ 
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; (*r ) 
God would take this way 
he is amazed. at it, aſtoniſhed 
at it ; £ what manner of love is 


wy, a. tg a dos 5 


ry , of God 10 conceal a thi 
Prov.25,.2. God never advi <> 
with. Avg gels, or Men, about the 
way of a Sinner's Salvation, bur 
from Eternity contrived _ it is 
his own breaft. Who hath been 
his Counſellor ? Rom. 11. 34+» 
This fecret of the Lord is now 
_ revealed unto us in the Goſpel: 
' 0 how great « the myſtery 

S- ; ond] God manifeſt in 


el. 


Thi Third" Reiſen why God hath 
laid it fo bigh, &c, vis.  * 


Vhewuſs nothing keeps man.it | 
4: a cloſer dependance | 
| F- han es he way of is Bas = 


C22) 
nal Salvation wrapped up in 
ſuch a Myſtery,, that none but 
God ,can. reveal unto him. 
Since this great undertaking of 
God to ſave Sinners; is 4. þu- 
fineſs of that nature , of that 
high coficernment to. us, and 
allo quite beyond our $kill, 
and above our knowledge to 
conceive a right of ; how 
ſhould we. humbly wait upon 
Cod for further light, that he 
would open the eyes of qur 
Underſtanding, &c. as the A- 
poltle prays, Eph. 1. 18. To 
whom ſhould we go ? thou haſt 
the nords of eternal life, Joh. 6. 
68. q. d. None can teach us 
the way of Life, but Thou a- 
fone ; O lead us 1n it, and ſuf- 
fer us not to depart out of it. 
God hath laid the way of a 
Sinner's Salvation fo High in 
Chriſt Jelus, that none would 

: | EVEr 
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ever come to him, if the Father: 
did, not draw them, Joh. 14. 6. 
The Jews, thoſe Builders of 
old”, they fer at naught- the 
Chief Cornet-ſtone, Jeſus Chriſt; 
buile vpon other | Foundations/, 


till at laſt the Houſe fell upon 


their , heads ; How poſitive w 


Ferer about - the only way: of 


Ilvation. by. Chriftt,, "Ze: 4: 12. 
He ſaw tha! naturally men went: 
the wrong way , knocked at 
the wrong Door, did not en-- 
quire. for the right and only Sa- 


- viour of Sinners, no other Name 


under Heaven; &c.. —o:much\ 
for the Second General Head; 
viz. Why . God hath laid: the: 
way of a Sinner's Salvation' 0» 
high, that no Humane Under-- 
anding can reach it. 


| (24) 
3. The Third General Head, viz. 


Though the way of a Sin+.; 
>: ere: by -Chraft- be; /a- 
bove the:Capacity of'a/ natural. 
Man to reach, and takein; 
God can give us: a'truedil-; | 
cerning of it , - and fult-ſale— } 
Qiion gh&0P about ir; inclining: Þ 
our hearts \teadily to comply Þ 
with it, -abd” acquieſce in ir; } 
and this diſcerning God gives: 
the Saints by his Spirit, nor in f 
the Light of Humane Reaſon; 
but in the Light' of a Divine 
Faith, grounded upon the Word 
of God : Faith ſees thidgs- as: 
they are in God 3 i» /umine wve- 
ritatis prime, in the Lighe of: 
the firſt Verity, which 3s God: 
himfelf ; all Gofpel-cruths are 

ied out from that Divine: 
Qriginal, and revealed to us in 


the 
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the Scriptures : fo much truth © 
as we have in us, ſo-minch of 
the Image of God we have up- 
of us, and no more : an''en- 
lightned} Mind aſcends rds, 
by that which is revealed ;-to 
himſelf, the firſt Exem- 
of all truth , and fees ſuf. 


ficient grounds for our faith 


and "hope in bim' 3 God Tets. 
things into the Soul ar another” 
| Door than Reaſon does, which 
7 admits nothing but what firſt 
wor thorow our Senſes ; Faith 
ing to do with things Super- 
natural, conſults not with Fleſh 
and. Blood abour them , bur 
rakes them in by a higher Lighe, 
God ſhining in our hearts, and: 
giving us- 'rhat evidence of 


—- ag ſeen nor apprehend 
ed - by* the Light of Homane 
Reafor »þ 


p 4 
"at £ 
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the way of a Sinner's Salvation 
by faith in Chriſt is ſo myſte- 
rious, {o.much above the reach 
of a mere Hiimane Underſtand- 
ing, cannot be diſcerned but 'in 
the light of Faith, and that Faith 


being not of our ſelves, but the 


Gift of God - 

The Query is, — Whether 
Man, without offering violence 
to the Principles of his Nature, 
as a Reaſonable Creature , be 
capable of ſuch a Faith, that 
lifts him up above his Reaſon, 


and carries him out to thoſe. 


things which a Humane Un- 


derſtanding conceives not ? This. 


is the Quere which I am to ſay 
ſomething in anſwer to. 


«Firſt, God compels. none to. 
believe ; yet he make*Sthings ſo. 


clear. 


It may here be queried; Since. 


(27) 
clear to his Saints, that. they 
cannot but believe. Though God 
ves Faith, Eph. 2. 8. yet he 
orces it upon none; Faith is 
voluntary: A Mind fſpirituall 
enlightned,ſees ſufficient grounds 
of faith in Chriſt himſelf, agd 
therefore qut of choice and judg- 
ment relies apon him only, re- 
jeing all other confidences as 
vain. 

Secondly, Faith is either Hu- 
mane or Divine; We are na- 
turally capable of both, but with 
this difference : We may bring 
our ſelves to a Humame Faith, 
but not to a Divine Faith ; z.e, 
we may bring. our ſelves. to a 
Humane Faith, about things we 
ſee, hear and underſtand:; Rea- 
ſon and common Charity doth 
this ; there is no' man but be- 
heves ſomething ; Iam not now 


(.28). 


believing in a humane way;: all 
men. as- men , have this; —bae- 
T . am _ ſpeakigg of a Divine,, 
Faith , proper only to Chriſti 
ans.; a faith in God and Chriſt 
about thoſe things that . tranſ- 
cend our Reaſon,  I- ſay, ; no-; 
man can bring himſelf to ſuch. 
a Faith ; he hath no natural Fa- 
culty or. Principle in him, that 
leads him to ſuch a Faith, it 
is the work L God, that he be- 
heves i» God. . I grant Man as 
a Rat ional Creature is paſſively 
capable of a Divine Faith, none 
' are, but Reaſonabe Crea- 
rures ; and yer, I mult tell you, 
nothing doth more oppoſe Faith 
than Reafon doth; you muſt"! 
know, that this natural Capa-** 
city that is in man for Faith, 
dorh ariſe from the —— 


ſpeaking of a natural Faculty of 


| 


I 
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| jeftion of his Mind to the Cre- 


ating Power of God ; they who 
would refilt his Will, cannot re» 
P fft his Power, elſe his Power * 
| - would, be no Power, far from 
Omnipotency , if it could be 
rehited by, a Creature ; there- 
fore he muſt needs have a paſlive 
Obedicntial ay Fr <- or Roreps 
tivity of any higher Principie 
that God ſhall rhink fit to 
creare kn him, he cannot Ie- 


firfo> hoes JAY > rar - = 
, fins be —=& receive any fur- * 


—_—_— b 
ther Light that God ſhall ct in 
upon him, and ſet up: by his 
Almighty Spirit as a ftanding 
Supe: natural Principle to guide 
and direct him io all his ways: 
A$\-it was in the firſt Crea- 
 tion/;;1:Let there be light, and 
. there was light; fo *tis in the - 
; ſecond. | Creation, God com- 
+.  mands light to ſhine out * | 
F( 36 dark- 


(30) 
darkneſs, elſe there would be 
no poſſibility of a Sinner*s Con- 


verſion ; for upon the Princi- | 


ples he now goes, and the 
preſent Light he walks by, 
'tis impoſſile ro convert him ; 
but by -putting higher Princi- 
ples, and a higher Light into 
him, he may be converted; 
this God can do, and none 
elle, who calls things that are 
not , as though they were, and 
PIves them a being ; he: puts 2 
new Supernatural Light into 
the heart of a man, and then 
ſets Chriſt before him ; and by 
this Light, by this new Eye, or - 
Principle of Faith, he ſees that 
in Chriſt he never {aw before ; 
and willingly receives him, not- 
withſtanding all the ObjeCtions 
of Fleſh and Blood to the con» 


trary. 


Though 


LIM 
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Though: Faith be above” Rea- 
fon , yet Faith hath irs Reafons 
and Grounds too ; but ſuch” as 
are not of - our finding out : 
God ſhews them to us in him- 
ſelf, what good grounds © we 
have for our Faith in him, from 
his Veracity and Truth, from 
his Goodneſs and Mercy , his 
Power and All-ſufficiency , his 
Ability to ſave to the utmoſt. 


Though Faith be above Rea- 
fon, yet it 15 not againſt Rea- 
fon; nay, allowing the firſt 
Principles of Religion, viz. That 
there is a God of Infinite Per- 
fection, Power, Goodneſs, and 
Wiſdom, . which may be diſcern- 
ed in ſome meaſure, even by 


the: Light of Nature , it ratio- 


nally follows, that Omnipoten- 
cy can do all things ; that -In- 
finite 


( 3» ) 
finite Wiſdom underſtands that 
which finite creatures cannot 
reach, nor ſee any reaſon for,; 
ſo that though the deep things 
of God, ſpoken of in Scripture; 
be .above our Reaſan, yet; ſill - 
there is- reaſon ſufficient, ,why 
we ſhould believe. **m-; — As 
for inſtance ; That God ſhould 
become man, is above Reaſon; 
but not again it: That God 
ſhould aſſume the pure-,and Þ} 
perfet Naturs- of man. .and - 
oive it an Exiſtence in the + 
Divine Perſon: of his Son this 
is a great honour to man, and 
in the conſequence. of it , doth 
much fer forth - the Glory. of 
God, both of his Juſtice and 
Mercy.. God made-man at firſt 
after his own Image, ro ſhew 
how near  a-kin man was) 
God/; what a likeneſs 'and a+ 
FEY greement 
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Þ ; + 8 A 
greement there was between 
them: Now if God' will veil 
himfelf, and appear in this crea- 
ted Image of himſelf, ro man, 
that there 'may be a more fa- 
miliar- Society and Fellowſhip 
berween them, this is great 
condeſcention in God, and ar- 
ues muctr love ro us, and de- 
ight in the children of men. If _ 
God will draw in the bright 
beams of his eſſential Glory , 
becauſe it 1s too great a light, 
too ſtrong and dazling for a- 


. ny mortal eye to look upon, 


that we may have free acceſs 
vnto him, behold his face, and 


live ; ſhalt this offend us? The 
more | God lets us into him- 


ſelf, the nearer he rakes us to 


himſelf, the "more ſhou!d we 


_ rejoice; that we are adimitted 


into his Preſence , and ſuffered 
its co 


('34) 


to ſtand before fo great. a Glo-« 
ry, which {ſhines out upon -us 
here, as we are able to bear- it. 
If there were not {ame diſtance 
between God and our Faith, Jin; 
this ſtate of abſence, we ſhould 
be quite ſwallowed up of his 
Glory ; we can now : bear the 
Conceptions of our Faith, which 
is as much as we can do. Though 
we cannot yet bear the Vition-of 
the things themſelves, we ſhall 
be more {trengthned, more fſpi- 
ritualized in all our. faculties, 
in our bodies and ſouls, when - 
that day comes. Now we have 
as mucly of God, as is: agree- 
able to this diſpenſation of Faith 
under which we live ; we {ſhall 
{ce more hereafter, face to face; 
 — Thus much for that Queryi"' 
Let.us: now. more . particularly 
canlider what there 1s in the 
Do- 


(35) 
Dodrine' of Faith,, that poſes 
- natural men, that they take 
1 {ſuch offence at, 1s ſuch a ftum- 
? bling-block in their way , that 
they cannot | get over : They 
ſtumble at many things in the 
| Goſpel, but more eſpecially at 
- the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith alone ; tis ſaid, werſ. 32. 
They ſtumbled at that ſtumbling 
fone ; more eſpecially at that. 


1. I have already told you, 
Faith is not attainable-by our 
.own power; we cannot pers 
" Tuade our ſelves, nor bring over 
our own minds to cloſe in 
*_ with Goſpel-Truths ;. and what 
1s not in our power, we are apt 
to think abſolutely impoſlible ; 


F-. and . ſhall think "ſo, till Faith 


Jy. comes ; Faith when it comes, 
F makes us ſenſible of the Pow- 


cr 
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er of God in working ir, and F 


keeps us ever after in an hym- |» 


ble dependance upon God for *Þ * 


all that he hath promiſed- - 
Nothing is more unintelligible 
to a natural ma, than chis, 
That he who believes in Chriſt, 
ſhall be faved; and therefore 


he counts the Doctrine of Faith, f- 


fooliſhneſs, and reje&s the whole 
Goſpel ; or elſe the Devil rans 
him into Preſumption, perſuades 


him chat is Faith; a falſe Faith #| 


doth the Devil as much” fer- 
vice, as down-right Infidelity ; © 
Faith in Chriſt is'a ftrange 
Podtrine to natural men, 4s 


17. 18, 19, 20. Therefore they : F 


take offence ar it. 


2. The Juſtification of s fin 


wer by Imputed Righteoufmeſs : ; ; b 


——— Here they ſtumble again; 2 


(37) 
they cannot ſee how the Righte- 
ouſneſs of another,ſhould become 
theirs by God's alt of Imputation, 
ſupported (1n the equity of it) by 
Chriſt's perte& obedience for 
us; why ſhould it ſeem. ſtrange, 
if that which Chriſt ouwof 
mere love intended for us, be 
. graciouſly imputed to us, for our 

"uſe and benefit? Certainly the 
beſt and only Plea for Tuſtificati- 
on in the ſight of God, is this, 
—— That Chriſt is our per- 
fe Righteouſneſs. The truth is, 
ts the greatneſs of God's Grace 


- "that puzzles them; they except 


'S fidered their own caſe : 


againſt that, which makes mo 
for them 3 if they rightly I v 


, 


there can be no *juſtificati- 
on of a ſinner any other 
way, according to Law, requi- 
ring perſonal perfet obedi- 
ence, 'tis impoſſible ;- the ſoul 
| C that 


4. 42. 


—- 
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that fins muſt dye; but the 
foul that ſins, may live, ſays 
the Goſpel, if he believe in 
Chriſt , with a ſerious purpoſe 
of turning to God, and repent- 
ing of all his fins; which eye- 
ry true Believer doth, and muſt 
do: . The Juſtification of a fin- 
ner in the ſight of God, is a 
ſtrange Paradox; it ſounds ve- 
ry ligh, a great deal higher 
than the pardon of a ſinner ; it 
—_— che perfect Righteoul- 
neſs of a finner ; 1impured ro him, 
upon full Satisfattion given to 
Divine Juſtice for all his Of- 
fences y:the Righteouſneſs of 
the Law calls for it; Chriſt 
firſt deals with the offended 
Juftice of God , prevents the 
threatned Vengeance, ſo ma- 
king way for the Grace. and 
Mercy of God to flow down 
napon us: The Righteoulnefs 

2; upon 
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upon the account of which a 
fianer is juſtified, muft needs 
be an imputed Righteouſneſs, 
derived from another; for he 
hath it not in himſelf, he could 
not be a ſinner if he had ; but 
all have finned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God, therefore 
all who are faved, muſt 
of themſelves to Chrift -:for 
Righteouſneſs, withour which 
we can never be juſtifted; we 
are juſtified from fin, not 1n it, 
much lefs by ic; If our Juſti- 
fication were not grounded up- 


'* ol perfect Righteouſneſs, - it 


aa_— 
- 


CLIM 


would look rather” like: a Ju- 
ſtification of fin , than''s 
ner from fin - Our great *bw- 
fineſs is, to underſtand by what 
Righteouſneſs we are juſtified: 
A ſinner hath no Righteouf- 
neſs in himfelf, and we ſhall 


never be perſuaded that Righ- 


C 2 teouſe 


our 


(49) 
teouſneſs without Works , will 
be imputed to us, till God per- 
ſuades us, but ſhall till go 
about to eſtabliſh our own Righ- 
teouſneſs, till Faith hath bet- 
ter inſtructed us: What is this 
Faith ? What is this Righteoul: 
neſs of Chriſt to me? ſays a 
ſinner: He is equally jgno- 
rant of both, till Faith comes ; 
then the diſpute is at an end, 
the man is of another mind 
now ; he doth immediately fall 
in with his own Faith, What 
is the reaſon that carnal men 
do oppoſe the Goſpel? ?Tis 
becauſe they don't believe it ; 
when they do, the caſe is al- 
tered 3 they are of the fame 
mind with Chriſt, can ſet to 
their ſeal, That his Word is 
true, and that every man 1s a 
lyar, who fays otherwiſe : 
When we know experimental- 


ly 


E 
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ly what it is to believe in 
Chriſt with all our hearts, we 
ſhall be fully ſatisfied in the 
Doftrine of Faith, how ſtrange 
ſoever it ſeemed to us before, 
—— — Let us not go about to 
prove the fundamental Points 
of the Goſpel by Principles of 
Human Reaſon : Paith- fetches 
all from the Word ; whether 
there be reaſon, or no” reaſon 
for it; . Faith will believe it, 
relying with a holy ſecurity of 


mind upon God's Word,Jet what 
willbe againſt it in Reaſon, Na- 


ture or common experience and 
obſervation of all mankind ; fo 
did Abraham and Sarah. Faith is 


2 great Myſtery, 1 Tim. 3. 9. 
.above all human wiſdom, by the 
light of reaſon we cannot know 


Chriſt, rill he give us an un- 
derſtanding, 1 Joh. 5. 20. Paith 


3s much oppoſed by the De- 
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vil, the world , and our own 
hearts; but we reſiſt all in Paith, 
when we continue to believe, 
holding faſt our confidence, not- 
withſtanding all objeQtions to 
the contrary : This 1s our Vi» 
tory , even our Faith; that it 
ftands its ground ſtill ; nay, 
when chiniiog come up near- 
er to us, get into the Con» 
ſcience, to the great amaze- 
ment of the foul, yet Faith, 
we'l ated, overcomes all Ter- 
rors of Conſcience, and ſays tri- 
umphantly, The Lord is my 
light and my ſalvation , whors 
ſhall I fear ? The Lord is the 
ftrenoth of my life, of whom ſhall 
T b: afraid? Plal. 27.1. Ron. 8. 

8, 39. Hope grounded upon 
Fakh, is a ſure anchor of the 
fowl, Heb. 6. 19. Col. 1. 4, 5. 
Faith is all the evidence -we 
have for our Salvation 3 we 
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ſtand by Faith, 2 Cor. 1. 24. We 
hold by no other tenure : *Tis 
hard for Believers themſelves to 
act Faith, becauſe of that mix- 
ture of Unbelief that isin them, 
and therefore it muſt: needs be 
much harder for Unbelieversto 
receive their firſt Faith ; God by 
his Almighty Power lets it in- 
to the heart, an} keeps it there: 
Faith is not ſuch a compre- 
hending knowledge as we have 
of thoſe things that are ſub- 
jet to man's underſtanding ; it 
is above that, neither do we 
ever attain to it, till we are 
perſuaded of that which we 
cannot by reaſon conceive or 
underſtand , becauſe it paſſerh 
knowledge, Eph. g. 18. 

Calvin ſhewing the ms 2 
difference between © © 
Reaſon and Faith, expreſſes it 
thus : th” habet quod non 
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capit ; 3. e, the mind of a man 
is by Faith perſuaded of the 
truch of that which by Rea- 
ſon it cannot conceive or Com- 
prehend ; and Calvin was no 
Enthuſiaft. The knowledge of 
Faith ſtandeth rather in cer- 
tainty, than 1n any clear, natu- 
ral, logical demonſtration of 
the thing it ſelf. Faith is more 
than knowledge; z. e. more ſure 
and certain; things that are 
not made evident by their cau- 
ſes, yet are made ſure and cer-- 
tain by Faith, which begets confi- * 
dence, Eph. 3. 12. 

This certainty doth not al- 
ways keep us from doubting, 
but rather ſupports us under 
it: We are fleſh as well as 
ſpirit: Faith may be ſhaken 
by Temptations , but it always 
oppoſes them, and at laſt over. © 
comes them : Thus it is v_ 

| the 
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the work of Faith. ;s fulfilled 
with power,. 2 Thel. x. 11. when 
the Truths of the Goſpel,-which 
we hear and are cnlightned in 
the knowledg of, are ſealed by 
the Spirit to our hearts, Eph. 
1.13. Faith comes-by hearing ; 
we muſt hear what we are tq 
believe, before we can believe 
it 5 and beſides hearing, there 
muſt; be an inward - conception 
of. the meaning of thoſe words, 
we.take in the ſenſe of them, 
and then the ſealing of the Spi- 


Tit follows, fetling and confirm- 


ing us in the belief of thoſe 
Truths: We - muſt make uſe 
of -Reaſon-to find out what .is 
revealed in Scripture ; but *is- 
Faith only. that aſſures us of 
the. truth of that : When we 
are. ſatisfied that God-: hath. fo 
ſaid in Scripture, let us then 
yield the Obedience of . Faith, , 

C 5 with» - 


(45) 
without any further diſquiſiti- 
on or reaſoning about the na- 
ture of the things themſelves. 

The Fundameatal Principles 
of Chriſtian Religion, as they 
are plainly laid down in the 
Scripture, will admit of no di- 
{pute ; they are peremptory 

onclufions, proved by the ex- 
preſs word of God, not by any 
Principles of Reaſon; here is 
nothing to be denied, nothing 
to be diſtinguiſhed upon; we 
muſt take them as they are 
laid down in the Word, yielding 
the obedience of Faith- to. Di- 
vine Teſtimony: IT grant we 
are to explain obſcure, figura- 
tive, metaphorical 'Texts, ' aC- 
cording to the Analogy of Faith, 
-and. according to the letter-of 
plainer Scriptures. 


Object. 
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Object, There ſeems: to bea. 
contradiction 1n-- ſome Scri- 
ptures; as between Paul and 
Jame?s, 


Anſv. There may ſeem: to be 

a -Contradiction, but no man 
who profeſſeth himſelf to be a 
Chriſtian, can ſay there is; for 
this would overthrow the 'Au- 
thority of the whole Bible ; we 
muſt not raiſe a Civil War in 
the Scriptures, ſetting one Text 
againſt another : I don't believe 
that James contradicts Pal, or 
Paul, James; these is a ſenſe in 
which they da agree , though 
we may not prelently find it 
out ; let us not raſhly cry out, 
&- Contradiction, but conſider 
'how to reconcile theſes two 
Scriptures, to make out the 
—_ of both ; that Abram was 
not--. 
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not. juſtified by Works in Paul's 
ſenfe, and Abram was juſtified 
by. Works in James's ſenſes 
that was, and was not, is-not 
Circa idem. Paul ſpeaks of one 
thing, and James of another, 
therefore no Contradiction ;; 
were they two to. ſpeak toge- 
ther, they, would agree., and 
juſtify one another's words : 
"Tis a ſafe rule,. never to inter= 
pret Scripture into a contra» 
diction to. it felf ;. while we 
think the Scripture contradiQs, 
it ſelf, we {hall be under. a 
temptation to make it good, by 
all the Sophiſtry imaginable :- 
We are not in a Capacity to re» 
concile. the Scripture to-it ſelf, 
while we ſuppoſe a Contradi- 
Qion poſſible , this is to +blaſ- 
pheme the Word of God, con- 
tradifting ; ends.in blaſpheming, 

. As 
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Aﬀ#s 13.45. They are hard pur 
to it to maintain their own 
——_ who can do it no 
otherwiſe, than by ſetring the 
Scripture at variance with it 
ſelf, to make. good their No- 
tions; we may differ in our 
Interpretation, but let us not 
fo much as ſuppoſe that the 
Scripture can differ from it 
felf, but humbly wait upon 
God, till we can better: recon- 
cHe one Text. with another ; 
we ſhall find, that in ſo do- 
Goſpel Fruths will o- 
pen themſelves to our Faitle 
more and more, we ſhall by 
degrees come to that- unity of 
Faith, and knowledge ſpoken 
of, Eph. 4. 13. 

Faith ſeems unreafonable to 
all:men ?till it be ated; them 
it goes forth in its own light, 

Carries. 
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carries its own Evidence along 
with it, *tis perſuaded of the 
truth of the Word, and ſuch 
a preſent perſuaſion, admits of 
no contrary impreſſion ;. if any 
ObjeRtions be luddenly ſtarted by 
the Fleſh, they are as ſuddenly 
anſwered by the Spirit of Faith; 
Faich will hear nothing againſt 
its own preſent act, but on it 
goes, quenching all the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked that fiy 
thick about it ; . the ſuppoſed 
itrength of reaſon , is no» 
thing to the real ſtrength of 
Faith. 

To ſet one or two ſingle 
Texts agaialt the general ſcope, 
and expreſs words of the whole 
Goſpel, is ſo boid an attempt; 
that I wonder any ſhould ap-- 


pear 10 it. 
There-- 


es) 

There is a Juſtification with- 
out Works, and there is a Ju- 
ftification by Works ; believe 
both to. be true, withour any 
contradiction, and: let that end 
the difference ; To. fet Paul a- 
gainſt Fames, and James againſt 
Paul, one Preacher againſt ano- 
ther, what will this end in ? 
We may preach up- the Juſti- 
fication of Abram's Perſon by 
Faith without Works, and not 
contradit James's, who ſpeaks 
of the Juſtification of Abram's 
Faith by his Works ;. —we had 
need be. well f{atisfed in the 
truth of that Faith upon which 
the Juſtification of our per- 
fons in- the fight of Gad de- 
pends. 

i You ſee how difficult a matter 
it is to ſubmit to the judgment 
of.Faith ;. Reaſon will be riſfing- 
” up 
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vp/ againſt it;,. putting .many 
ObjeGions ; If God do not en- 
able us to-deny our ſelves,. and 
to adhere to his'Word, we ſhall- 
be run down. preſently. ; we are-2 
more for diſputing, than belies, 
ving ; whereas Faith (if-the 
letter of the Text* be - plain };: 
will admit of' no diſpute; but; 
believes the- Record that God 
hath given of his Son, and ex- 
pets that every tictle of the 
Word ſhould be fulfilled ac»; _ 
cordingly : As. Humane things, 
require underſtanding, ſo Di. 
vine things require faith ; . He 
believe, and are ſure; Joh. 6. 695 
not we: know, and are ſure. ; no- 
thing ſeitles the mind ina firny -; 
perſuafion of the truth of the Go», 4 
ſpel, but Faith, therefore Faithi4 Y 
is abſolutely neceſſary in all; 
who delire ro be ſaved; — Ins: ,, 
deed 
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' deed men may erernally peril 
without Faith ; but when Con+ 
{ ſcience is awakened, and comes 
{ to be concerned about a Future 
State , there is no ſecuring our 
Souls into Eternity but by Faith 
in Chriſt ; and this Paith ſtands 
not in the wiſdom of man, but 
in'the power of God, nothing 
lefs can work it in you. 
Therefore if any Goſpel> 
truth ſhould now ſtrike upon 
your Underſtandings, and find 
no'tntrance, but ſeem dark and 
unintelligible, you ſhould lift 
$-up' your voice for Underftand- 
ing., and beg of God that he 
would not ſuffer the ſound of 
that Truth to paſs thorough your- 
Ears, and out of yourMemornies, 
Y before he hath given you ſome 
inſight into it, and made you 
wuling to receive it by _— 
E 
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he can do it, and will do it, 
if we wait upon upon him for 
reaching; did we hear the 
Word under a Conviction of 
this, That *tis utterly impoſhble 
to believe the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, unleſs it be given to 
us, we ſhould look up more 
earneltly to the Father ot Lights 
for this great and rare gitt of 
Faith, 

After all that hath been faid,. 


if any ſhould tumble at the Do- _ 
Qtrine of Faith, and take offence - 
at it, this doth but verify the 
Text. —Bthold, I lay in Sion 
a ſtumbling-ſtone, and rock of of- 
fence, whoſoever believeth on him, 


fball not be aſhamed, 


PB I N. I: 


Books Printed for , and Sold by 
' Thomas Cockerill, at the 
Three Leggs i» the Poultrey. 


HARNOCK's Works in Two 
; Voll. Folio. 


RUS HWORT H's Hiſtorical Col 
Ie&ions, 2d Part, never before Print- 
ed z containing the Principal Matters 
which happened from the mecting, of 
- the Parliament 1640. to the end of |}, 
'Y the Parliament 1644. in2 Vol. Fol, Gate 
"0. Geography ReGlified 3 or Deſcriptions . 

-of the World in all its Kingdom, Pro- / 

vinces, Countreys, &c. Alſo Govern- 

ment, Commodities, Coins, Weights, 

Oe. illuſtrated with about 80 Maps, 

By Robert Morden. 4to. 


The Morning Exerciſe at Cripplegate 3 
or Several Caſes of Conſcience Reſol- 
ved by ſundry Miniſters. In 4to, 


= 2 


"A 


Books Printed for T. Cockerill. 


A Supplement to the Morning Exer- 
Cile at Cripplegate. 8v0. 


Speculum Theologie in Chrifto: Qr a 
view of fome Divine Truths, which 
are either practically Exemplified in 
Feſus Chriſt ſet forth in the Goſpel, or 
may be realonably reduced from thence. 

V9. 

Chriſtur in Corde : Or the Myſtics] 
Union between Chriſt and. Believers.., 

Precious Faith ; Conlidered in; its 
Nature, Workings and Growth. Theſe 
Zoree by Edward Polhill of Barwalb, jn 
Eflex, Eſq. 162 

A Succin& and Seaſonable Diſcourſe 
of the Occaſions, Caules, Natures, 
Riſe, Growth and Remedies of Mental 
Errors 3, with a Diſcourſe of Infant Bap» 
tiſm, and again{rthe Antinomians. : 


A Diſ.ourſe of the. Reaſonableneſs of 
Perſonal Reiormation, and Necellity + 
of Converlion. Wo; 

Mr. John Flavel's Remains z being 
two Sermons : The one Preached at 
Dartmonth, the other intended to be + 


preached: 


Books Printzd for T. Cockerill; 

preached at a Meeting of Miniſters. 
Theſe Three by John Flavell, late Mint- 
jd of Devon. 


' A Demonſtration cf the Firſt Princi- 
pies of the Proteſtant Applications of 
the; Apocalypſe, &c. By Drue Creſe 
ſener, D.D 


The Conformity of the Eccleſia» 
ſtical Diſcipline of the Reformed 
Churches in France by Monlicur La- 
Roque. In Engliſh. 2uarto. 

Inftructions about Heart-Work , 
What is to be done on God's part and 


ours, for the cure and keeping the 
Heart, ec. by Mr. Richard Aleyn. To 


which is added the Companion of 


Prayer; by the ſame Author. 


* A Diſcourſe concerning Liturgies z 
by the late Reverend Divine, Mr. Dg- 
' vid Clarkſon. 


Fo "The Evidence of Things not ſeen: 
Or divers Diſcourſes concerning the 
ſtate of Holy Men after Death : By 


Moſes Amyraldus. 
® Gradus ad Parnaſſum ; ſroe novus Syno- 


Rac, nimorum 
|; 1. 


| Books Printed for T:Cotkerill, 


nimorum Epithetorum, Phraſinm, Oc, , 
Theſaurus, 

God a Chriſtian's Choice, compleat- - | 
ed by particular Covenanting with 
God ; wherein the Lawfulneſs and 
Expediency i is cleared, by Sammel Jin- 
ney, MA. 


Mr. 1Y:/i*s Legacy z being a Diſcourſe 
of the Pcrfe& Man. 


Poems in Two Parts, about the 
Creation and Recovery of Man. 12. 
By Sam. Slater. 


A Diſcourſe of Cloſet-Prayer , by 
the ſame Author. | 
A Practical Grammar; or the caſteſt 


and ſhorteſt way to initiate young 
children in the Latin Tongue : By 
7. Philomath. Maſter of a Free-School. 


Engliſh Exerciſes for School-Boys to 
Tranſlate into Latin: By Joſeph Garret: 
ſon, Schook-malter. Fi 

The School of Manners, or Rules 
for Childrens behaviour ; by the _ $ 
Author. 


A Fu» hs 


Books Printed for T. Cockerill. 
A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 
_ the Reverend Mr. Weſt. 
A Diſcourſe concerning Regenerati- 
on, Faith, and Repentance. 
A Diſcourſe of the Chiiſtian Reli- 
gion, in fundry Points, 


Theſe Three lift, by the Reverend 
Mr. Cole, 


4 


